
December 2021 Counseling Newsletter

Information for Students and Parents

Mrs. Kayla Basham will be returning from maternity leave on Wednesday,

December 8, 2021

“Looking to go to college? The Talent Search Program at Virginia Tech is here to help!
We can assist with college and career planning, the college application process, and
visits to various college campuses throughout the state and region! All students who
would be the first in their family to graduate college are encouraged to apply now!”

Application link: https://trioprograms.vt.edu/talentsearch/applyts.html
Talent Search Website Link: https://trioprograms.vt.edu/talentsearch.html

Applications are now available for the 2022 Summer Residential Governor’s

Schools (SRGS). Open to rising juniors and seniors, these programs provide intensive

educational experiences in agriculture; humanities; mathematics, science, and technology;

marine science; medical and health sciences; engineering; and visual and performing arts. In

addition, the Governor’s World Language Academies (GWLA) will offer programs in French,

German, Spanish, Latin, and Japanese. At this time, the SRGS and GWLA are being planned as

in-person events with contingency plans for remote participation if needed due to public health

concerns.

Montgomery County Public Schools is permitted to nominate a limited number of students for

each program based on our student enrollment and conducts a competitive application process

to identify nominees. MCPS will fund the program tuition and fees for all students accepted at

the state level to SRGS or GWLA programs. Note that students may attend only one Governor’s

Summer Residential Program during their high school career.

Program applications, as well as guides for students and parents, are available on the Virginia

Department of Education website:

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/governors_school_programs/summer_residential/in

dex.shtml

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/foreign_language/language_academies/applications.

shtml

Please stop by the Counseling Office to sign up if you are interested.

https://trioprograms.vt.edu/talentsearch.html
https://trioprograms.vt.edu/talentsearch/applyts.html
https://trioprograms.vt.edu/talentsearch/applyts.html
https://trioprograms.vt.edu/talentsearch.html
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/governors_school_programs/summer_residential/index.shtml
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/governors_school_programs/summer_residential/index.shtml
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/foreign_language/language_academies/applications.shtml
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/instruction/foreign_language/language_academies/applications.shtml


Every senior should fill out the FAFSA with a parent to see what

federal aid they are eligible for. If you have not started on the FAFSA yet, please go

ahead and do so! https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa

FAFSA and the ACCE Application are now OPEN! Apply for two free years of

tuition at NRCC at www.nr.edu/acce/

Great video on filing your FAFSA (financial aid)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98eEU9Vz5CM&feature=youtu.be

Video on ACCE deadlines: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cpy2xlq11iw&feature=youtu.be

Email hmurden@nr.edu for any assistance with applying to NRCC or the FAFSA.

College App “Day”
YOU GET TWO FREE COLLEGE APPLICATIONS!

Seniors- During a typical school year, we host a College Application Day, where you submit your
applications and the school pays for 2 Free applications for you. Because of Covid restrictions, we do not
have an application “day” planned at this time. HOWEVER, every senior receives TWO FREE college
applications still. When you are ready to submit your application, make an appointment with Ms.Sullivan
(elizabethsullivan@mcps.org), she has the payment information and will submit with you. We need to
print and keep the receipts. If you are a remote student, you will have to make an appointment and come
in. Don’t miss out on this great opportunity to have your college applications paid for!!!

GRADES FOR DUAL ENROLLMENT COURSES
Seniors (those under 18 years old must have a parent make the request) who are currently

enrolled in dual enrollment courses and seniors who completed dual enrollment courses

last year must request that NRCC send an official college transcript to all colleges to which

you apply as soon as first semester grades are available. (You will need to request an

official updated college transcript from New River Community College to be sent at the

end of the year to the college you plan to attend so the college registrar can determine

if you will be awarded college credits)

https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98eEU9Vz5CM&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cpy2xlq11iw&feature=youtu.be


PSAT Scores:
Students and their parents can access student scores online on December 6 and 7 (The
College Board will send students an email message on the date that scores are
available). Encourage your students to create a College Board account in advance.

Reminder: Paper score reports will no longer be mailed to schools. Scores and robust
reporting will now be provided exclusively online for students in their College Board
account.

PAYING FOR COLLEGE

After the initial joy -- and relief -- of being accepted, you and your family begin to discuss ways
you plan to pay for college.    If you are truly serious about continuing your education after high
school, there are several ways to make that dream a reality.

College Fund - If you and your family have been planning and saving for your college
education all along, you are very, very fortunate!   You are also in the minority, as most
families must use the bulk of their financial resources to pay for day-to-day living expenses.
Any savings may need to be used for emergencies or other unexpected expenses.

So, where do the majority of students and parents turn when faced with paying for a college
education when no funds have been set aside?   There are basically two types of financial
assistance available to students who want to attend college.

Merit-based - This type of assistance is usually in the form of grants and scholarships that DO
NOT HAVE TO BE REPAID.   The eligibility requirements for these grants and scholarships vary.
Some may be based upon the student's performance in high school and/or on college entrance
tests.  Overall grade point average, class rank, and test scores may determine if the student
qualifies for the grant/scholarship and how much he/she may receive.    Other national, state and

https://click.e.collegeboard.org/?qs=449fab7cc602d58d06638fc5a1096f57508e998ab6c883122698dad727452b59183d3a75f2b45a5b25042bae1272c4205e991741dcec784e02cf947deb49ae77


local scholarships have specific eligibility criteria that are explained on the application. Many
scholarships are open to all who wish to apply.

Although it may be too late to improve your grade point average or class rank at this late date,
keep in mind that there are college scholarships available after you enter college and doing your
best each semester may increase your eligibility for assistance. If you are awarded a scholarship
when you enter college, it may be renewable every year as long as you maintain minimal grade
eligibility requirements.

Need-based - This type of assistance is based upon the cost of attending college and the family's
ability to contribute to the cost of the student's education.  In order to be considered for
need-based assistance such as the Pell Grant, low-interest loans, or work-study programs, all
students must complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). The FAFSA form
is online at www.fafsa.ed.gov.
The FAFSA can be submitted any time after October 1, 2021. The deadline for submitting the
FAFSA is usually March 1st. BUT check with the college you are applying to or have been
accepted to, they often have their own deadline.

The information included on your FAFSA form is evaluated using a federal methodology
which guarantees that all applications are subject to the same guidelines.  After submitting
your completed FAFSA, you will receive a Student Aid Report (SAR). You will be asked to
verify the information you included on the FAFSA and make any changes or corrections that
are needed.   The SAR will state the Expected Family Contribution -- how much you and
your family are expected to pay toward your college education.  The cost of attending college
minus the expected family contribution is the amount of financial assistance you qualify for
under the federal guidelines.

Cost  minus  EFC = Assistance Needed

Low-interest loans - Even if you do not qualify for need-based grants, you may still
qualify for low-interest loans that you do not begin to repay until you finish college
and are established in a job (usually 6 - 9 months after you graduate).

Parent Loans - Your parents may be eligible for loans for your college
education. Usually the repayment for these loans begins immediately.

Work-study - Eligible students are provided opportunities to work on or near
campus. Hours are usually limited to 15 hours per week so work does not
interfere with studies. Students are either paid directly or the money is placed in
their college accounts to be applied toward college expenses.

Regardless of the results of the FAFSA, you need to search out scholarship opportunities and
apply for all those for which you are eligible.  I cannot guarantee that you will receive a
scholarship that you apply for, but I can guarantee that if you do not bother to apply, you will
not receive any scholarships!

http://www.fafsa.ed.gov


Seniors, if you find yourselves bored and restless over the long
Winter Break, apply for some of the scholarships below. You will be
amazed at how thrifty and productive you will feel – really!

SCHOLARSHIPS:

Please note:  Colleges are the best sources for scholarships and financial aid.  You can receive
information about a college’s specific scholarships and financial assistance by contacting the
college Admissions Office or Financial Aid Office.  You can also go online and search for scholarships
by type such as academic, art, music/drama, sports or ROTC.

NEW RIVER COMMUNITY COLLEGE Educational Foundation Scholarships

o Applicant must be a Virginia citizen living in Giles, Floyd, Pulaski, Montgomery
County or

o Radford
o Applicant must enroll in a program of study at NRCC
o Applicant must apply online
o Applicant must provide an official high school transcript
o Once enrolled, applicant must maintain a minimum class load of 9 credit hours
o Applicant must furnish a completed scholarship application and 2 letters of

recommendation (from teacher or employer)
o Once enrolled, must maintain a GPA of at least 3.0

Scholarship recipients may be considered for a second year of support if requirements are
met.

Go to www.nr.edu/sa to complete the application online. It has not opened yet but check back
and I will post in the January newsletter with the dates as they come.

Amount:   1500 (per year) Deadline: February 15, 2022

Aviation Scholarship Program
Visit Doav.virginia.gov to apply

● High School Senior
● 3.5 GPA
● Planning a career in the field of aviation
● Must be enrolled into an aviation related program

Deadline: March 4th, 2022

http://www.nr.edu/sa
http://doav.virginia.gov


Amazon’s Future Engineer Scholarship Program
A serious 2-for-1 opportunity for students like you. Win $40,000 for college and a paid

programming internship at Amazon. Applications are open!

Application Deadline: January, 25 2022. . At Amazon, supporting underserved students

in their computer science education is not only important to us–it’s imperative to building a

diverse tech industry and future. Our Amazon Future Engineer Scholarship program provides

students like you with an opportunity to upgrade their careers with a $40,000 scholarship, plus

a paid summer internship programming at Amazon.When it comes to a guaranteed paid

internship at Amazon and a $40,000 scholarship, your time can go a long way. You could be one

of a hundred students chosen to win this double-sized opportunity—there’s only one way to find

out.

1. Eligibility requirements:

2. ✅ Completed a computer science course in high school

3. ✅ Plan to pursue a bachelor’s degree in computer science

4. ✅ High school senior in the US

5. ✅ US citizen or permanent resident

6. ✅ Employees and immediate family members of Amazon.com and its subsidiaries are

not eligible to apply

NATIONAL MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY SCHOLARSHIPS

High school seniors who have MS or who have a parent who has MS
Plan to attend a 2-year or 4-yr. college or trade/technical school
Be a legal citizen of the U.S.

To apply, go to
https://www.nationalmssociety.org/Living-Well-With-MS/Work-and-Home/Insurance-and-Financial-Information/Fin
ancial-Resources/Scholarship-Program/Scholarship-Resources
AMOUNT:  Most awards are between $1,000 and $3,000

Virginia Military Institute Scholarships by February 2, 2022
● The General JH Binford Peay III 1962 Merit Scholarships
● Institute Merit Scholarships

Please see Mrs. Martin in the Counseling Office for the QR Codes to complete on-line applications.

The Gloria Wille Bell and Carlos R. Bell Charitable Trust Scholarship Program for the
University of Michigan    Go to: www.bellscholarship.org

https://www.amazonbusiness.com/e/54552/scholarship/swjc5s/1377661693?h=y7YInRnZDcI7C9i0ACggPQDCEQ4kC5zOm5bH3E-Hdyg
https://www.nationalmssociety.org/Living-Well-With-MS/Work-and-Home/Insurance-and-Financial-Information/Financial-Resources/Scholarship-Program/Scholarship-Resources
https://www.nationalmssociety.org/Living-Well-With-MS/Work-and-Home/Insurance-and-Financial-Information/Financial-Resources/Scholarship-Program/Scholarship-Resources
http://www.bellscholarship.org


VIRGINIA STATE GOLF ASSOCIATION SCHOLARSHIP

Eligibility criteria:
● Virginia high school senior in good standing
● Does the candidate play golf or have an interest in any activity associated with golf

o (Skill and ability are neither requirements nor
considerations.)

● Academic achievement (GPA and standardized test scores)
● Character (activities outside the classroom including work, community service, school clubs,

etc.)
● Essay to the VSGA Scholarship Foundation (See #4 on application.)
● Financial need will be reviewed in the evaluation of scholarship applicants.

o All applications must be made on behalf of the candidate by a representative of a
member club of the Virginia State Golf Association, Inc.

Applications are available online :
https://vsga.org/learn/vsga-vip-scholarship-foundation/scholarship-application/
APPLICATION DEADLINE:  MONDAY, February 16, 2022.

TRADE SCHOOL SCHOLARSHIP DIRECTORY:
https://www.imagine-america.org/high-school-scholarships-trade-schools-virginia/

Pureland Supply offers a $1,000.00 scholarship to students accepted to an
accredited trade school, vocational college, technical school, or community college
for the study of trade, craft or labor occupations.
https://www.purelandsupply.com/t-scholarship.aspx

 
ProjectorLamps.com offers a $1,000.00 scholarship to budding entrepreneurs
attending college and university with a Business major of study.
https://www.projectorlamps.com/t-scholarship.aspx

https://vsga.org/learn/vsga-vip-scholarship-foundation/scholarship-application/
https://www.imagine-america.org/high-school-scholarships-trade-schools-virginia/
https://www.purelandsupply.com/t-scholarship.aspx
https://www.projectorlamps.com/t-scholarship.aspx


● BBB Student of Integrity Scholarship -
Western VA

● $1,000
● January 31, 2022

● Scholarship Description

● Better Business Bureau Serving Western VA (BBB) promotes integrity and
ethics in the marketplace through voluntary business self-regulation. Each year
they offer scholarships recognizing “Students of Integrity.” These scholarships
are designed to identify and promote ethics and integrity among young people.
BBB will award scholarships to graduating high school seniors in their service
area who personify all of the best aspects of strong character in their personal
choices and actions. Scholarship money is assigned directly to recipients to
apply toward college tuition or post-secondary education expenses. Recipients
are required to enroll in an accredited college or university following high school
graduation. Applicants must have a minimum 3.0 GPA to apply. For more
information or to apply, please visit the scholarship provider's website.

● Contact

● Scholarship Committee
● 5115 Bernard Dr. Suite 202
● Roanoke, VA 24018
● scholarships@roanoke.bbb.org
● 540-342-3455 x3034

SCHOLARSHIPS DEADLINES FROM NOV 30 – FEB 20

1) Points Scholarship - $10,000 - 10 Awards (Deadline: November 30, 2021)

To be eligible for the scholarship a student must:

A) Be a high school student planning to attend college in September 2021.

B) Answer the Essay question on the sponsors website. Applications can be found by going to:

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/14803/points_scholarship_scholarship.php

2) Dell Scholars Program - $20,000 - 300 Awards (Deadline: December 1, 2021)

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/14803/points_scholarship_scholarship.php


To be eligible for the scholarship a student must:

A) Participate in a program-approved college readiness program in grades 11 and 12.

B) Be on track to graduate from an accredited high school in the current academic year. Applications can

be found by going to:

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/9745/dell_scholars_program_scholarship.php

3) Stephen J. Brady Stop Hunger Scholarships - $5,000 - 5 Awards (Deadline: December 5,

2021)

To be eligible for the scholarship a student must:

A) Be enrolled in an accredited educational institution (kindergarten through graduate school) in the US.

B) Have demonstrated on-going commitment to their community by performing unpaid volunteer

services. Applications can be found by going to:

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/8850/stephen_j_brady_stop_hunger_scholarships_schola

rship.php

4) Hispanic Heritage Youth Awards - $3,500 – 180 Awards (Deadline: November 14, 2021)

To be eligible for the scholarship a student must: A) Be currently enrolled in high school and graduating

in the spring of 2021. B) Have a minimum unweighted 3.0 GPA on a 4.0 scale or 7.5 on a 10.0 scale.

Applications can be found by going to:

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/13676/hispanic_heritage_youth_awards_scholarship.php

5) Science Ambassador Scholarship - $40,000 - 1 Award (Deadline: December 13, 2021)

To be eligible for the scholarship a student must: A) You must be a high school senior or an

undergraduate student. B) You must attend a school in the United States. Applications can be found by

going to:

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/14669/science_ambassador_scholarship_scholarship.php

6) North American Van Lines Logistics Scholarship - $1,000 - 3 Awards (Deadline:

December 15, 2021)

To be eligible for the scholarship a student must:

A) Be a U.S. Citizen (or permanent resident)

B) Be enrolled (or enrolling) as a full-time student of an accredited college/university within the United

States for completion of an undergraduate degree in Logistics or equivalent field. Applications can be

found by going to:

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/11374/north_american_van_lines_logistics_scholarship_sc

holarship.php

7) Edison Scholars Program - $40,000 - 30 Awards (Deadline: December 13, 2021)

Must be a high school senior with at least a cumulative 3.0 GPA, plan to pursue studies in the STEM

fields at a four-year accredited college or university and show financial need. Eligible STEM majors

include computer and information systems, engineering, engineering technology, management

information systems, mathematics, natural resources and conservation and physical sciences.

Applications can be found by going to:

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/13965/edison_scholars_program_scholarship.php

8) Equitable Excellence Scholarship - $25,000 - 52 Awards (Deadline: December 17, 2021)

To be eligible for the scholarship a student must: A) Be United States citizens or legal residents living or

claiming residency in one of the 50 united states, Washington, D.C. or Puerto Rico. B) Be current high

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/9745/dell_scholars_program_scholarship.php
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/8850/stephen_j_brady_stop_hunger_scholarships_scholarship.php
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/8850/stephen_j_brady_stop_hunger_scholarships_scholarship.php
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/13676/hispanic_heritage_youth_awards_scholarship.php
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/14669/science_ambassador_scholarship_scholarship.php
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/11374/north_american_van_lines_logistics_scholarship_scholarship.php
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/11374/north_american_van_lines_logistics_scholarship_scholarship.php
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/13965/edison_scholars_program_scholarship.php


school seniors who plan to enroll full-time in an accredited two-year or four-year college. Applications can

be found by going to:

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/9591/equitable_excellence_scholarship_scholarship.php

9) You Deserve It Scholarship - $1,000 - 1 Award (Deadline: December 29, 2021)

To be eligible for the scholarship a student must:

A) Be a resident of any of the 50 United States, District of Columbia or US Territories.

B) Be 16 years of age or older and be enrolled in college or registered in a high school. Applications can be

found by going to:

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/15589/you_deserve_it_scholarship_scholarship.php

10) Design Thinking Scholarship - $1,000 - 2 Awards (Deadline: December 31, 2021)

To be eligible for the scholarship a student must: A) Be enrolled in a degree-granting program at an

accredited two or four-year college or university located in the United States. Applications can be found by

going to:

https://www.studentscholarships.org/scholarship/11010/design_thinking_scholarship_scholarship.php

11) CC Bank’s Young Scholars Scholarship - $2,000 – 5 Awards (Deadline: December 31,

2021)

To be eligible for the scholarship a student must:

A) Be a US resident under the age of 30 that carries a minimum of a 3.0 GPA. Applications can be found

by going to:

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/13729/cc_bank_s_young_scholars_scholarship_scholarshi

p.php

12) Ron Brown Scholarships Program - $40,000 - 10 Awards (Deadline: January 9, 2022)

To be eligible for the scholarship a student must:

A) Be U.S. citizens or permanent residents, Black/African American and current high school seniors.

B) Demonstrate academic achievement, leadership ability & participate in community service activities.

Applications can be found by going to:

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/9535/ron_brown_scholarships_program_scholarship.php

13) Automotive Women's Association Scholarships - $2,500 – 15 Awards

To be eligible for the scholarship a student must:

A) Be accepted to a college or university and have a minimum 3.0 GPA during your last school year.

Applications can be found by going to:

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/14064/automotive_women_s_association_scholarships_sc

holarship.php

14) Washington Crossing Foundation Scholarship - $5,000 - 39 Awards (Deadline: Jan. 15,

2022) To be eligible for the scholarship a student must: A) Be a high school senior who is a US citizen

and planning a career of service to the US in local, state, or federal government. Applications can be found

by going to:

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/10091/washington_crossing_foundation_scholarship_scho

larship.php

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/9591/equitable_excellence_scholarship_scholarship.php
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/15589/you_deserve_it_scholarship_scholarship.php
https://www.studentscholarships.org/scholarship/11010/design_thinking_scholarship_scholarship.php
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/13729/cc_bank_s_young_scholars_scholarship_scholarship.php
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/13729/cc_bank_s_young_scholars_scholarship_scholarship.php
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/9535/ron_brown_scholarships_program_scholarship.php
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15) Vegetarian Resource Group Scholarships - $10,000 – 3 Awards

To be eligible for the scholarship a student must:

A) Be a senior in high school in the United States.

B) Have promoted vegetarianism in their schools and/or communities Applications can be found by

going to:

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/9544/vegetarian_resource_group_scholarships_scholarshi

p.php

Scholarship Opportunities listed in previous Newsletters

that are still open to apply to:

Community Foundation of the New River Valley Scholarships

The Community Foundation of the New River Valley awards scholarships to deserving high school

seniors and college students once a year. There are currently over 35 different scholarship funds.

Each scholarship fund has different application requirements, eligibility criteria, and available

funding levels. For information on the scholarships, and how to apply visit:

https://cfnrv.org/scholarships/

APPLICATION DUE: FEBRUARY 1

Jackie Robinson Foundation Scholarship

The Jackie Robinson Foundation (JRF) Scholarship program addresses the financial needs of college

students and provides extensive, hands-on mentoring and support services. The Jackie Robinson

Foundation provides scholarships of up to $30,000 over four years to minority high school students

showing leadership potential and demonstrating financial need to attend an accredited 4-year college or

university of their choice. For more information and to apply visit:

 https://www.jackierobinson.org/apply/

DEADLINE: FEBRUARY 1, 2021

Free Speech Essay Contest due by December 31st, 2021--visit thefire.org/contest

https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/9544/vegetarian_resource_group_scholarships_scholarship.php
https://studentscholarships.org/scholarship/9544/vegetarian_resource_group_scholarships_scholarship.php
http://blacksburgschoolcounseling.weebly.com/2020-2021-scholarships/community-foundation-of-the-new-river-valley-scholarships
https://cfnrv.org/scholarships/
http://blacksburgschoolcounseling.weebly.com/2020-2021-scholarships/jackie-robinson-foundation-scholarship
https://www.jackierobinson.org/apply/


SAT Test Date
(US)

Regular Registration
Deadline

Late Registration
Deadline

December 4, 2021 November 4, 2021 November 23, 2021

March 12, 2022 February 11, 2022 March 1, 2022

May 7, 2022 April 8, 2022 April 26, 2022

June 4, 2022 May 5, 2022 May 25, 2022

To register, go to www.collegeboard.org

For ACT testing information, go to www.actstudent.org

http://www.collegeboard.org
http://www.actstudent.org

